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CHESTER TRAVELSTEAD

Education: An Appraisal
The problems of education in New Mexico are indeed complex and
controversial. One's opinion or evaluation of the nature and quality of
education in this state must depend upon what he considers important
and what kind of measuring device he uses in his analysis. 1£ one were
forced to say whether public and private education in New' Mexico
today is good or bad, he would be compelled first to define the product
he desires from organized education. Any single criterion can only be
partially valid. Education must be viewed from several different perspectives, and it certainly seems better to avoid an arbitrary label of
"good" or "bad" in describing our state's schools and their products.
Rather will it be the purpose of this article simply to make some
observations concerning several of the problems and issues related to
education in New Mexico today. Even though there is no unanimous
agreement the state is being forced to face some current major problems and issues in education. Decisions made today will determine
both the nature and quality of education to be carried on in tomorrow's
schools. Four phases of this entire matter will be considered here:
finances, integration, curriculum, and teacherS.
In 1953-54 New Mexi€o ranked third among the forty-eight states
in its current state and local expenditure for public education as a per
cent of income payments. This is indicative of a r~latively strong support of education in this state and is most commendable. Even though
New Mexico's $1,43° per capita income in 1955 ranked only 'thirtyseventh among the states (U.S. average was $1,847 and Delaware was
highest with $2,513), it maintained a 1956-57 average salary of $4,900
for its instructional staff in the public schools (including classroom
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in the United States. And its $4,650 average salary for classroom
teachers in the same year was topped by only nine states.
These are statistics of which New Mexico should be proud, but there
are other facts about school finances in this state which should cause
concern and even alarm in some cases. For example, in 1953-54 New
Mexico spent from local and state sources only $228 per pupil in
average daily attendance for current expenses. When compared to a
U.S. average of $25) and a New York high of $358, New Mexico ranked
thirty-second among the states. And in 1956-51 the total (local, state,
and national) current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance
was o'nly $310 in this state as compared to a high of $473 in New York, .
$397 in New Jersey and $340 in Arizona. New Mexico was seventeenth
in this respect.
New Mexico is also handicapped severely by its present. method of
collecting, accounting for, allocating, and distributing _money for its
schools. The present system' of earmarking for pubIi9 schools the .. mQney derived from the state sales tax is working satiSfactorily as a
temporary measure, but eventually it must be replaced by a sound
program. It is imperative that within the very near future the state
legislature should, with the help and recommendations of business
men and professional educators, define clearly its obligation to support
education-not in terms of what money may be available through a
particular source of taxation but .rather in terms of what kind of educational program it wants for the children and young people of the state.
This plan, when devised, must take into consideration the wide diversity of abilities to pay found among the various counties and municipalities in the state, and must guarantee to every boy and girl a
minimum level of education to be supported by state sources. And this
support should be financed by monies from the general fund rather
than being limited by revenues from any particular source of taxes. No
government, state or national, can fairly and successfully carry out its
financial obligations over a long period of time to all individuals and
groups under its jurisdiction by depending partially or altogether upon
earmarked funds. New Mexico will find that its support of schools,
governmental agencies, welfare activities, and 'other institutions affecting all the people can best be carried out by a sound and equitable
.
system of collecting and disbursing tax monies.
New Mexico is indeed fortunate' in having within its population
several different racial and cultural. groups, each .with its rich history
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and great contributions to make to the state. These groups, composed
primarily of the Anglo-Americans, the Spanish-Americans, the Negroes, and the various tribes of Indians, are now being integrated into
the public school system. The recent decision of the Federal Government to encourage the Indians in New Mexico to send thejr children
to the public schools broadens the initial efforts toward desegregation.
The matter of bringing together in harmony and understanding all the
different races and cultural groups in this state is a task to be worked J
at diligently and patiently for many years.
The University of New Mexico's College of Education is now engaged in a three-year research project dealing with this matter. With
the aid of funds made available through the U.S. Office of Educatiop,
this research project may very well result in a better understanding
among the members of the various racial groups in New Mexicoadults as well as children-and in an improved teacher-education program for those expecting to teach Indian and non-Indian children
enrolled in the same school.
The age-old question of what shall be the nature and extent of the
school curriculum is still a critical matter in this country today. And
New Mexico must assume its part of the responsibility for finding acceptable answers to this question. Decisions concerning what should
be taught to what children at w)1at age-and how, are difficult to make,
and should be made intelligently by informed people.
Here again the matter of values determines the answers. If, on the
one hand, it is held that public education ;n the United States is for a
select few-the elite destined to go to college and later to assume supervisory and administrative positions in industry and business or to practice in one of the professions, then the "what" and "who" questions
about curriculum become less difficult to answer. A curriculum for a
homogeneous group with common aims and objectives, for example,
can be developed and carried on without too much difficulty. On the
other hand, if one accepts the premise that the schools are obligated
to educate all the children of all the people, then the matter of an appropiate program of studies for the children in such a heterogeneous
group becomes quite complex.
In the United States today it seems imperative that the public elementary and secondary schools accept the responsibility of educating
for at least twelve years all the children of all the people, irrespective
of race, creed, color, mental ability, educational achievement, and
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physical condition. In New Mexico this philosophy is being practiced,
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but not without great difficulty. To develop a school curriculum applicable to all children in a multi-euItural society is complicated and
formidable.
In such. a circumstance, can all children be expected to achieve
equally well? Obviously not. Can all of them be expected to be interested in and able to profit from the same subject matter and experiences? Certainly not. Can they all -be expected to progress with equal
speed? Again, the answer is no. Should all of them be required to take
a foreign language in the elementary school? Most educators believe
not. Can many of them, however, profit from this foreign language experience at this level of school? Present practic~ in New Mexico indi~
cates an affirmative answer. Many school systems in this state have
introduced the study of Spanish in the elementary school and are
~nding it to be quite successful.
Should all high school students in New Mexico be required to pass
the same subjects before graduating? Experience reveals that such a
requirement is not wise; it is in contradiction to the premise stated
earlier that all the children cannot be expected to profit from a system
designed to fit a select few.
'
For these obvious reasons, those responsible for developing the cur'riculum in the public schools of New Mexico have elected to diversify
the secondary school program of studies and to approve different goals
and different levels of achievement for those ~ompleting twelve years.
of schooling. The high school diEloma, then, cToes not and cannot
_ necessarily mean that the holder is qualified to begin the traditional
four-year liberal arts or preprofessional programs offered by the various
colleges and universities in this state. This may be disappointing to
admissions officers and to college professors, but it is true, nevertheless.
The question is then asked: What shpuld or can the colleges do in
view of this situation? Should they lower their standards to meet the
lowest achievements of those holding diplomas? Should they set up
selective admission procedures? Should they set up remedial programs
in English and mathematics to help bridge the g~p? Or should they
diversify their own programs to include one-, two-, and three-year terminal programs for those who are either not interested in or qualified
for the present four-year programs. These are questions for further
study.
The matter of teachers for tJ1e elemenfary and seco~dary schools is
always of major importance. The number of qualified teachers avail-
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.able for these schools determines to a large extent the quality-of instruction which may be carried on for the boys and girls enrolled. New
Mexico is in a favorable position in this respect. Its relatively high
salary schedule for public school teachers enables it not only to hold
most of the teachers educated in this state, but also to draw some of
the better teachers from other states whose salary schedules are lower
than that of New Mexico. It is indeed fortunate that we can get
teachers from other states, because at the present time the teacher
education institutions in this state (public and private.) are able to
supply only about one third of the new teachers required each year in
New Mexico.
How competent are our teachers in this state? Subjective opinions
supported by little or no evidence must, of course, be ruled out. We
cannot -generalize upon impressions gained about individual teachers ...
by individual parents or other taxpayers. We might, however, appraise
rather accurately the competence of these teachers by using their average level of formal education as a criterion. This procedure, though
subject t() error, would at least use some very important available
evidence which is objective.
On this basis, New Mexico's teachers starid considerably above the
average for the nation. In 1956, 65.5 per cent of the teachers in this
state held the Bachelor's degree, and 28,3 per cent of them held the
Master's degree. This may be compared to national averages in the
same year of 53.2 and 24.3 per cent respectively.
Some may feel that much of this formal education of the teacher is
in professional education-courses in methods and materials-thereby
giving little assurance of broad knowledge of subject matter. Even
though detailed evidence is not available on this matter, it would be
appropriate to point out that until July I, 1956, the state certificati9n
regulations in New Mexico required only sixteen semester hours of
professional education courses in the four-year baccalaureate preparation program for teachers. This constitutc;;d less than one seventh of the
total number of hours required. for graduation. And even under the
current certification regulations, only twenty-four semester hours of
courses in professional education are found in the four-year undergraduate program. This makes up less than one fifth of the total work.
The Master's degree program in teacher education does have a larger
percentage of course hours devoted to professional education-perhaps
more than is justifi~d. But these graduate programs are under close
study at present by professional educators working closely with college
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teachers and certification officials. It is entirely possible that a revised
Master's program and accompanying certificati0xytfgulations will in~ clude more work in the subject fields for which the teacher is certified.
One might conclude, therefore, that New Mexico teachers, having
considerably more formal education than the average for the United
States, are, as a group, competent' and that they are carrying on an
effective instructional program in our schools.
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